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High school students nominated as diversity
champs
The 11th annual Champions of Diversity awards ceremony, held Dec. 1, 2010, at McIntyre Hall in Mount Vernon,
honored more than 100 area high school students for their contributions to diversity in their schools and
communities..
Scholarships from eight area colleges and universities were awarded to 52 high school seniors from Skagit and
Island counties, honoring them for exemplary service in leadership, community service, academic and educational
activities. The scholarship winners were published in the Jan. 2 Skagit Living section of the Skagit Valley Herald.
In addition, the North Cascades Institute provided nominated freshmen, sophomores and juniors an opportunity to
participate at no cost in the North Cascades Wild Program, where they will spend 12 days canoeing and backpacking
next summer in the North Cascades National Park. The following students, listed by high school, received awards.
Photos were not available for all recipients.
ANACORTES HIGH SCHOOL
Aurelio Cruz, a senior, is a Samish Tribe member who shares his drumming and singing abilities.
Maribel Rodríguez is a junior and Hugh O’Brian Youth Scholarship recipient.
BURLINGTONEDISON HIGH SCHOOL
Karen Ceja, a junior, volunteers in Hispanic community activities and in preschool and daycare programs.
Gabriela Luna, a sophomore, is active in school organizations and the North Cascades Wildlife Program.
Paola Orozco Pulido, a sophomore, volunteers in the community, at a hospital and elementary school.
Ausencio Ortiz, a senior, mentors and tutors young schoolmates and is a volunteer translator at the Skagit Kidney
Center.
Eric Ortiz (photo not available) a senior, volunteers in the Latino community as a mentor and tutor.
Nancy Soto-Rodríguez, a sophomore, volunteers at a food bank and in the community.
BURLINGTONEDISON NORTH HIGH SCHOOL
Maritza Acevedo, a senior, helps with blood drives and food drives through the community outreach program.
Zeyna DeVer, a junior, has organized blood drives and food drives for those less fortunate.
Liliana Guzman, a senior, has volunteered at school blood and food drives and at an elementary school library.
Ashley Thrasher, a senior, co-wrote a grant that funded a youth group she helped to develop.
LA CONNER HIGH SCHOOL
General Cayou, a sophomore, is a Swinomish Tribe member who helps with a Kiwanis food basket drive and other
community events.
Shaelene Edwards (photo not available), a senior, has Swinomish and Tulalip heritage and has been in ASB, a
cheerleader and basketball team member.
MOUNT VERNON HIGH SCHOOL
Chelsea Black, a senior, is a photographer and artist who hopes to help children overcome learning disabilities.
Jazmin Ceceña, a senior, has volunteered as a tutor at an elementary school and with Hispanic teens at her
church.
Meliza Cervantes, a senior, has volunteered at a hospital, a lifecare center, at the library, and in youth groups.
Taylor Chambers, a senior, has volunteered at a hospital and in school activities.
Laura Cisneros, a senior, is active in the Latino Dance Club and has volunteered at her church, helping the needy,
while raising a family.
Daniel Corona, a junior, is a musician who plays many string and brass instruments and sings each week at
several churches.
David Datsky (no photo), a sophomore, immigrated from Russia. He uses his multiple language and computer
skills to help other students and his church’s youth group.
Jessica Esparza, a senior, participates in the sports medicine program to help others with sports injuries.
Olivo Flores-Cruz, a senior, uses his multiple language abilities to help his community.
Ricardo González-Garcia (no photo), a senior, came from Minnesota his sophomore year and adapted well.
Scott Johnson, a senior and African-American, uses his leadership skills to inspire others.
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Indira Mejia, a junior, helps with the school district’s long term planning process and teaches a children’s class at
her church.
Isaias Mondar, a senior, utilizes her multiple language skills as a tutor at a local elementary school and with
cultural traditions.
Gabriel Muñoz, a senior, volunteers in a high school reading class and teaches basketball at a local elementary
school.
Geri Perez, a senior, participates in school, community and environmental activities, including distributing energy
efficient light bulbs.
Beatriz Ponce, a senior, tutors middle school students and plans to become a psychologist.
Noemi Segueda, a senior, volunteers at a hospital and is an intern at the Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce.
Brenda Solís, a senior, represented Washington state at U.S. Space Camp and the Close Up Leadership
Conference in Washington, D.C.
Travis Van Camp, a junior, became a friend and mentor to disadvantaged youth as a volunteer in the Stanford
Drive Neighborhood.
Deifilia Vasquez, a junior, received a migrant student leadership award, and volunteers at a hospital and her
church.
OAK HARBOR HIGH SCHOOL
Daniel Nesser, a senior, is active in NJROTC, migrant outreach through his church and volunteers as an afterschool tutor, in community and beach clean-up programs.
SEDRO-WOOLLEY HIGH SCHOOL
Jealisa Aguilar, a junior Running Start student, helps plant trees and native plants and build campsites in our
parks. She is a student mentor and active in sports and clubs.
Lacey Dusseault, a junior, is active in community events and volunteers with youth cheerleading and leadership.
Leilani Gibbons, a senior, has distributed food on Seattle streets, worked at a camp for disabled kids, and
developed a neighborhood cleanup program.
Lorenzo Gregory, a junior, is an academic leader and a tutor who motivates students to explore college options
and resolve their own problems.
Nancy Guillén, a junior, participated in the child development course, teaching children in English, even though
English is a struggle for her.
Katie Kolakowski, a junior, is a leader among mostly seniors in Club Diversity and active in debate and music.
Elizabeth Madrigal, a junior, helps run her family’s Mexican store and active in school organizations.
Jenny Marín, a senior, participates and promotes school programs, tutors at an elementary school and translates
for parents at school events.
Magali Martínez, a senior, has been active school clubs and become a multi-lingual translator.
Carissa Mason, a junior, is a leader in Club Diversity and fosters kittens for the Humane Society.
Jordan Mayfield, a junior, taking advanced level classes and helps special needs students at school.
Ben O’Reilly, a junior, works in the summer at a camp for disabled adults.
Herminia Sanchez, a senior, is active in Latino community projects, mentors middle school students and helps
raise money for sick children.
Brian Warbus, a sophomore, participates in the orchestra and actively discourages tobacco use.
STATE STREET HIGH SCHOOL
Kara Holman, a senior, has studied Klallam, a Native American language, works to promote cultural
understanding, and active in FBLA competitions.
Comcast channel 26 broadcast a two-hour recording of the Champions of Diversity awards ceremony daily for
several weeks. For current broadcast times, visit www. skagitcap.org/page/ Spanish-Media.aspx.
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