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Mexican educators learn in Skagit
SVC partnership brings teachers from south of the border to area for the fifth
straight year
By KATE MARTIN
Staff Writer
Kate Martin can be reached at 360-416-2145 or at kmartin@skagitpub lishing.com. Follow her on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/gov_svh.

ANACORTES — The cold, rainy weather Friday reminded four Mexican educators that Anacortes was a long way
from home.
The thermometer struggled to reach 60 degrees and the group from Puerta Vallarta donned heavy winter slickers
— a stark contrast from the white sandy beaches and tropical climes of their hometown.
A Skagit Valley College partnership with the Mexican state of Jalisco brought Mexican educators to the area for the
fifth year in a row to learn new teaching strategies and theory. This year, they’ve spent three weeks at the Marine
Technology center that opened to students from area high schools and Skagit Valley College last fall.
David Flores, an engineer and teacher with the Puerta Vallarta Institute of Technology, said he hopes the institute
can offer marine technology classes to its approximately 2,000 students as early as a year from now.
The educators’ visit to Anacortes has helped them figure out what equipment they will need to teach their students.
Diana Marquez, the projects officer with Conalep Jalisco, a technical professional school, said she appreciates
how freely educators here shared their expertise.
“They have shared with us the knowledge and professional experience they have in this area,” she said. “In my
experience, it has been wonderful to be here.”
Marquez’s school is one of 18 campuses throughout Mexico, serving roughly 14,000 students. Mick Donahue,
Skagit Valley College’s executive vice president for instruction and student services, said during its three weeks in
Skagit County, the group has taken several field trips to area businesses, including New World Yachts, North Harbor
Diesel and Twin Bridges Marina. They’ve also traveled to Oak Harbor and the San Juan Islands, and even saw Orca
whales.
Teaching styles in Puerto Vallarta are different than at the marine technical academy, said Carlos Peña, an
engineer and teacher with the Puerta Vallarta Institute of Technology.
Peña said they teach a few days of theory followed by hands-on practice. But in Anacortes, marine technology
teachers taught both almost side-by-side. Other teaching strategies they learned here also will make the trip back to
Mexico, he said.
“Sometimes in Puerto Vallarta, we take a book and we explain, but sometimes we don’t use all of the analogies to
try to help a student understand better,” Peña said.
Mike Swietzer, marine technology department chair for Skagit Valley College, said the educators’ visit has been a
positive experience.
“I’ve been to Puerto Vallarta to see their schools,” Swietzer said. “I have a good idea of what they need.”
The schools in Jalisco already teach subjects like electronics, mechanical systems and computers — but for
land-based systems. The trick will be adapting those skills to a marine-based classroom instruction, he said.
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Carlos Mora, another engineer/ teacher at the Puerto Vallarta Institute of Technology, said his school’s biggest
challenge will be technology.
“The technologies you have here, we don’t have that in Puerto Vallarta,” he said.
But, Swietzer said that’s a struggle for any school.
“You buy a computer one day, and two day’s later it’s old technology,” he said.
The educators said they hope to return for an 11-week stay during winter quarter to observe more classes.

Jordan Stead / Skagit Valley Herald
David Flores (left) and members of a Mexican delegation of educators examine plates of fiberglass being
worked on by students Friday at the Marine Technology Center in Anacortes.
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Jordan Stead / Skagit Valley Herald
Don Souza (left) describes the inner workings of a diesel boat motor Friday at the Marine Technology Center in
Anacortes. A group of Mexican educators has been visiting the technology center in an effort to learn new
teaching strategies and see what they would need to start their own marine programs.
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