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‘Mr. Anacortes’ turns 90
Hundreds gather to celebrate Funk’s birthday
By MARK STAYTON
Staff Writer

ANACORTES — In a nearly 100-year-old train station filled with a lifetime of stunning photographs and admiring
friends, legendary Anacortes resident Wallie Funk celebrated his 90th birthday on Sunday,April 29.
The Depot Arts Center, emblematic of many historic buildings Funk worked to preserve in his hometown, was a
fitting setting to celebrate a man who has witnessed, and chronicled, so much change in Anacortes over the years.
Hundreds of friends, family, former co-workers and beneficiaries of Funk’s many charity fundraisers came out to
honor the longtime owner, editor and photographer for the Anacortes American and Whidbey News Times.
Among the festivities,Anacortes Mayor Dean Maxwell made a speech thanking the man many call “Mr. Anacortes”
for his work in communitybuilding journalism and philanthropy, the most recent example of the latter being $101,000
Funk raised for the Marine Maintenance Tech scholarship at Skagit Valley College. “I think he has made everybody
feel like a part of this community,” Maxwell said in an interview. “He’s always interested in everybody else. I don’t
think there’s anybody in Anacortes who doesn’t know who he is.”
A rousing rendition of “Happy Birthday” was bellowed by fans before the birthday boy blew out the candles on a
cake more than big enough for the crowd, and local historian Theresa Trebon, who collated more than 100,000 of
Funk’s photographs over four years, presented a slide show of Funk’s life and achievements.
Funk caught the reporter’s bug at an early age,Trebon said, when his babysitter used his pencil-scrawled stories
for typing practice, showing the boy his own writing in print for the first time.
He was editor of the Anacortes American High School yearbook, later studying journalism at the University of
Washington. After graduating, Funk had heard that his hometown newspaper was being sold. With the help of
fraternity buddy John Webber, Funk requisitioned the necessary $3,000 for purchase from family, friends, and local
business people.
Funk’s first editorial, published June 22, 1950, was a call to all Anacortes residents to bring in old photographs of
their homes and community.The collection of more than 500 photographs comprised the first exhibit in Anacortes’
first museum, in City Hall, in 1958.
Over the years as editor of the Anacortes American, Funk would champion many causes, including bringing
industry to a town that missed the post-war boom, saving historic buildings in the city, and improving Anacortes
infrastructure and educational opportunities.
His photographs, splayed across the walls of The Depot, told a tale of a man interested in the smallest subtleties
of local life and the largest events in the region and country, from a cat lounging on the weathered porch of a
long-forgotten Anacortes house, to photos of orca whales being caught and slaughtered, six U.S. presidents in
office, and The Beatles in concert.
Funk has also been instrumental in developing many local museums, including the Museum of Northwest Art, the
Anacortes Museum, the Whidbey Island Historical Society, and the Center for Pacific Northwest Studies, through
fundraisers and by donating his sizable collection of photographs.
“Wherever he’s lived, he’s been dedicated to making it a better place,”Trebon said in an interview.“And I think
that’s why there are so many people here to honor him.”
To cap off the program, Funk’s youngest son Carl played on the guitar a song he had written about his dad, called
“He’s Walking By.”
“To have a day like this, I can’t tell you how honored I feel,”Wallie Funk said, thanking the many attendees of his
celebration.“I’ve had one hell of a good life.”
Mark Stayton can be reached at 360-416-2112 or mstaytono@skagitpublish ing.com. Follow him on Twitter
www.twitter.com/biz_svh.
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Photos by Scott Terrell / Skagit Valley Herald
Wallie Funk celebrated his 90th birthday Sunday during a community gathering at the Anacortes Depot Arts
Center.

An exhibit of Wallie Funk’s photos was on display over the weekend at the
Anacortes Depot Arts Center, including this panel of photographs of an orca captured off Whidbey Island. Lolita
is the sole surviving orca in captivity among those corralled on Aug. 7, 1970, in Penn Cove.

Scott Terrell / Skagit Valley Herald
Wallie Funk prepares to blow out a cake full of candles Sunday while celebrating his 90th birthday during a
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community gathering at the Anacortes Depot Arts Center.
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