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Groundbreaking celebration for SVC’s new
Charles Lewis Hall draws crowd
By ERINN UNGER
Staff Writer

Erinn Unger can be reached at 360-416-2141 or eunger@skagitpublish ing.com.

MOUNT VERNON — A crowd gathered atop the future home of the new Charles Lewis Hall at Skagit Valley
College on Tuesday to celebrate the building’s groundbreaking and its namesake, Charles Lewis, the college’s first
dean from 1928 to 1956.
Many members of the Lewis family attended the ceremony, including Charles Lewis’ daughter, 92-year-old Dorcas
Lewis Corbin, an alumna of the college’s class of 1938.
She had a shovel of her own to break ground in a patch of dirt on the site, marked with the spray painted
blueprints of the future 70,000-square-foot building.
In the works since 2008 and with a projected cost of more than $32 million, the new hall will replace the campus’
aging 19,360-square-foot Lewis Hall, built in the 1950s.
The new building will include 23 classrooms and computer labs, up-to-date technology and an environmentally
sustainable design.
“He would be very surprised and humbled by it, I’m sure,” said Eileen Lewis, the former dean’s daughter-in-law, of
the plan for the new building.
Charles Lewis’ main objective was to develop a place for people to learn, Eileen Lewis said, and the establishment
of Skagit Valley College made higher education available to the underserved farming communities of the valley.
Lewis was a positive, optimistic man, with sincerity for what he was doing, said James Ford, who also attended
Tuesday’s event.
Ford was president of the college for 18 years and shared an office with Lewis while they were both teaching at
the school.
He recalled that Lewis would take home a briefcase full of papers each night full of what he needed to finish for the
next day’s work.
“I think the most striking thing was … he was extremely dedicated, right up until the end,” Ford said.
The new building, and the upcoming Gary Tollefson Plaza, will be opened to students by September 2014.
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Frank Varga / Skagit Valley Herald
Tom Keegan (right), president of Skagit Valley College, presents a framed enlargement of the dedication
program of the Charles Lewis Hall to Dorcas Lewis Corbin (third from left) Tuesday in Mount Vernon. Lewis
Corbin, 92, is the daughter of Charles H. Lewis, the college’s first dean, for whom the new building will be named.
Seated in the row with Corbin are other members of the Lewis family.
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