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E D U C AT I O N F O C U S

Going Camping
Area summer camps appeal to all types
By ERINN UNGER
Staff Writer

Parents may remember lanyards, bonfires and sack races from their summer camp days, but 20 years down the
line, their kids may tell their own children something a little different. Like about running from El Chupacabra, or
maybe playing Capture the Rubber Chicken, or even creating their own Internet game.
Essentially, a summer camp has to stay creative to keep up with its campers and keep their interest, said Behr
Iberra, assistant camp director for the Skagit Valley Family YMCA’s Camp Anderson, which is based in Conway on
Lake 16 and also has a sports center at Baker View Park.
On a recent morning at the sports center, one of the campers approached Iberra during a raucous game of
Capture the Chicken, as kids ran, screamed and jumped for the briefly flying rubber chicken.
The child was clutching a somewhat grimy rubber chicken head — sans body. With Capture the Chicken similar to
Capture the Flag, that particular chicken had been captured a bit too roughly.
“We just use a rubber chicken, and the kids think it’s cool,” said counselor Olivia Owens of the game’s relation to
the traditional Capture the Flag.
The biggest challenge is keeping the interest of a child who’s come back to camp six weeks in a row, Iberra said.
“We try to keep the games moving…to keep them interesting,” he said.
That applies perfectly to one veteran camper who said he’s gone to the camp for six years and would play video
games 24 hours a day, seven days a week if he could.
That’s the challenge right there, Iberra said.
The day camp is strictly no technology. The tag-like game of El Chupacabra, which involves counselors as the
mythical sheep-exsanguinating beast and campers as sheep and shepherds, is a no iPhone and headphone zone.
The same applies to the yearly construction of gnome homes. Campers build the homes for Camp Anderson’s
garden gnomes using their imagination, Iberra said, and not Google. The camp also offers traditional pursuits like
canoeing, archery and sports.
“No video games, no electronics, just woods,” he said. “We want to get them as far into the woods as we can.”
Skagit Valley College’s summer Kids College will offer something a little different and more technologically friendly
when classes start in late July. The school offers day classes in everything from making animated movies using
Legos to visual game design. There’s even Photoshop and photography for ages nine to 15, and family is invited as
well.
“This year it was more toward technology. That’s what kids are interested in these days,” said Tee Overby, night
school coordinator at Skagit Valley College.
The classes had gone through a tough period with the downturn of the economy, when many of the activities were
scaled back. But now, Overby said, she’s looking to grow the program and add art, environmental and outdoor
science-themed classes next summer.
“There is a camp for every interest out there. Literally, anything you want I’m sure you can find a camp,” said
Chelsea Hendrikx, executive director of the American Camp Association’s Evergreen office, which covers the state
of Washington, Northern Idaho, Montana and Alaska. The nonprofit provides education about how to provide the
best camp experience, trains camp staff and even offers an accreditation process for camps.
The nonprofit also helps provide some camps with the funding to help parents who wouldn’t otherwise be able to
afford it.
Sending a child to camp doesn’t have to be a financial burden on the parents, Hendrikx said.
“A lot of times there’s scholarships, almost always,” she said.
Hendrikx, who went to camp herself as a kid, emphasizes the value of sending kids to camp.
“One of the things I’ve both experiencd and seen other campers really hold onto is that you can really be yourself
and have fun and build really positive relationships,” she said. “… There are things you learn at camp that really stick
with you for the rest of your life.”
Erinn Unger can be reached at 360-416-2141 or at erinnunger@skagitpublishing.com. Follow her on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/ schools_svh.
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Abbey Eisses, 8, of Burlington, and others play a game of four-square with counselor Cameron Johnston, 20.

Photos by Frank Varga / Skagit Valley Herald
Hank Fullerton (left) of Mount Vernon and Zach Halliday of Conway, both 10, set up a gnome house in the
woods at the YMCA Camp near Conway.
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