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‘HARVEST OF SHAME’
Panelists: Documentary on migrant workers still relevant
By ERINN UNGER / Staff Writer
MOUNT VERNON — Not much has changed, panelists told the crowd of nearly 100 people who had gathered at
Skagit Valley College to watch the Edward R. Murrow documentary “Harvest of Shame” Thursday night, during an
event presented by the Skagit County Historical Museum.
Still powerful and relevant more than 50 years after it was produced in 1960, the documentary chronicles the daily
trials of migrant workers and their children, as they followed the harvest north, living with poor housing, low wages,
little opportunity for education and slim chances for a better life.
“Can any of you tell me what kind of change has taken place?” asked audience member Gustavo Ramos,
executive director of the Skagit County Housing Authority. “And have any of you visited any of the migrant camps
that people live in today?” The panelists, who had all grown up as migrant farm workers around the country,
included Consuelo Guandique, a retention and transition specialist at Skagit Valley College; Rosalinda Guillen, the
executive director of Community to Community Development; Angelique Guillen, who retired as a composition and
literature instructor at the college; Pedro Perez, who worked as a photojournalist for several newspapers; and Tony
Sosa, a chemical dependency counselor.
Each said that the issues outlined in the movie are not gone and are still close to home. The poor sanitation and
living conditions, among other issues, are still happening, they said.
“This documentary is breaking my heart,” Sosa said. “Because everything in the movie I lived.”
Rosalinda Guillen told the audience that the conversation at Skagit Valley College needed to happen elsewhere.
“I think this discussion is important, but I would love to have the discussion with the farmers,” she said.
Jo Wolfe, the fundraising and publicity coordinator for the Skagit County Historical Museum, said the hope for this
event was to bring more exposure to the situation and open a dialogue about the issue.
The idea to screen the movie, which is a celebrated piece of work by Murrow, came out of the museum’s exhibit,
“Peak of Their Professions,” about the work of the Murrow brothers, she said. The Murrows grew up in Skagit
County.
Though there have been some changes, they may not be enforced or many workers are unaware of them, Guillen
said.
“Many farmworkers don’t know the laws and that’s something we need to change,” she said.
Consumers and the audience Thursday night have power to make a difference in those workers’ lives, the
panelists urged.
“It’s hard, but we can do something,” Sosa said. “We are the hope, everybody who’s here, to take the word out and
speak.”
Erinn Unger can be reached at 360-416-2141 or at eunger@skagitpublish ing.com. Follow her at www.
twitter.com/schools_svh.

Journalist Edward R. Murrow speaks during a screening of the CBS documentary “Harvest of Shame” shown
Thursday at Skagit Valley College.
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Photos by Scott Terrell / Skagit Valley Herald
Panelist Tony Sosa recounts his experiences as a migrant farm worker following a showing Thursday at Skagit
Valley College of the 1960 Edward R. Murrow CBS documentary “Harvest of Shame.”

Scott Terrell / Skagit Valley Herald
Panelist Consuelo Guandique talks about her experiences working in the fields following a showing Thursday at
Skagit Valley College of the 1960 Edward R. Murrow CBS documentary “Harvest of Shame.” Seated with her are
Rosalinda Guillen (left), Angelique Guillen and (right) Pedro Perez.
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