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EDUCATION FOCUS

A new YMCA?
Partnership could move facility to Skagit Valley College
By ERINN UNGER
@Erinn_SVH

Skagit Valley College students could get childcare, and the county could get a brand new YMCA, from a newly
developing partnership between the Skagit Valley Family YMCA and the college.
The process is in the early stages, said college President Thomas Keegan.
“The idea is the YMCA is looking to construct a new facility and the college has an interest in child-care services
for students and that is part of the YMCA service that they provide for the community,” he said, adding that both
college and county land is being considered, with the county part of preliminary talks.
“One of our interests is in student success, and if we can make it easier for schoolattending parents to go to
school, we think that maybe could help students stay in school,” said Mary Alice Grobins, vice president of
administrative services at the college.
The idea has many possibilities, including an early childhood education component, that they are in the process of
exploring, she said.
As part of research into the idea, the college will be conducting a child care needs assessment spring quarter.
But that isn’t the only advantage. In addition to child care, there’s also been discussion of a gym and pool to be
included in the proposed facility.
Skagit Valley Family YMCA Board President Denise Decker said the partnership would be a nice fit.
“The board is very excited about the possibility, and we are very appreciative of the interest Dr. Keegan has taken,”
she said. “And boy, do we need a new YMCA.”
The aging Mount Vernon facility on East Fulton Street was built in 1941, according to a YMCA blog. An addition
was constructed in 1959 and now houses the weight room, locker rooms and steam room. The facility’s pool was
installed in 1986.
Mount Vernon High School swimming coach Dave Cleave said a new facility would be a welcome addition.
“The community needs this,” he said. “It would be so beneficial to the county.”
He said it would be nice to have a pool close by that could accommodate more people.
The Burlington-Edison and Sedro-Woolley high school swim teams moved in September from the YMCA to the
Fidalgo Pool & Fitness Center in Anacortes. Part of the reason was because the YMCA pool no longer met
specifications allowing diving starts, which are required for competition. Now team members from both schools
carpool to Anacortes for practice from 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., the only time available for the teams.
The community nearly got a new facility in 2008 when the Mount Vernon School Board approved the start of a
study on the economic feasibility of building a new facility shared between the district, the Skagit Family YMCA and
Skagit Valley Hospital. As the economy fell into recession , the plan for a new facility faded.
“I’ve talked with the college community about it, and people are very excited,” Keegan said of the partnership. “I
think it’s a great project for the community. My hope is that we can make it happen, but we have a lot of work to do
before we get there.”
Skagit YMCA CEO Bob Shrumm was unavailable for comment.
Reporter Trevor Pyle contributed to this report.
Reporter Erinn Unger: 360-416-2141, eunger@ skagitpublishing.com, Twitter: @Erinn_SVH, facebook.
com/byErinnUnger
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Scott Terrell / Skagit Valley Hearld
A person walks past the Skagit Valley Family YMCA building on East Fulton Street on Saturday evening in
Mount Vernon. The county could get a new YMCA under a developing partnership with Skagit Valley College.

Skagit Valley Herald file photo
Kinsey Willis (left) and Shaelyn Vollegraaf, both 7, hang on to the edge of the pool Dec. 29, 2011, at the Skagit
Valley Family YMCA in Mount Vernon.
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