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MOUNTAINS OF POSSIBILITY
Parks program graduates headed to protect green spaces
By ERINN UNGER
@Erinn_SVH

MOUNT VERNON — After swearing an oath to uphold the Constitution, the community and the agency they will
serve, 30 Skagit Valley College Parks Law Enforcement Academy graduates left the McIntyre Hall stage Monday to
start their journeys protecting national parks, forests and other green spaces across the country.
Cadets from 17 states came to the college’s program, one of nine nationally accredited programs of the kind in the
country.
They participated in 720 hours of training — nearly double the federal standard — in the classroom and the field.
Their education includes how to handle various firearms, tactical training and search and rescue.
Jason Loop of Sedro-Woolley will head to work with the city of Everett, but said he would love to return home to
work with his own community.
He admitted he wasn’t the perfect kid, so now as a law enforcement officer he aims to inspire youths to make good
decisions.
Perhaps a good example or just a few words could affect their lives, he said, “Maybe instead of taking a left, they’ll
take a right.”
Daniel Schau has set his sights on a non-law enforcement position at North Cascades National Park, but he’s also
in the running for Sandy Hook National Park in New Jersey and Jewel Cave National Park in North Dakota.
Schau, originally from Seattle, is drawn to the North Cascades because of the park’s ecological diversity.
“I’m feeling fantastic,” he said of graduation. “Fabulous.”
The program is headed by Commander Bill Overby, a 41-year veteran in law enforcement and education who has
overseen the program since 1990.
The program, he said, is “15 weeks of meeting and dealing with and working intimately with people that have good
hearts and a passion for the outdoors. It doesn’t get better than that.”
During the graduation ceremony, Overby adapted Dr. Seuss’ famous “Oh, the Place You’ll Go!” to fit the Parks Law
Enforcement Academy, to a few giggles from the cadets.
“You’re off to great places. Today is your day,” he told the graduates, as they sat, poised, in their green and tan
uniforms. “Your mountain is waiting, so get on your way.”
Reporter Erinn Unger: 360-416-2141, eunger@skagitpublishing.com, Twitter: @Erinn_SVH, facebook.com/
byErinnUnger
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James Syvertsen (left) and John-Paul Carey fist-bump on their way to the receiving line after the graduation
ceremony for the Skagit Valley College's Parks Law Enforcement Academy on Monday at McIntyre Hall in Mount
Vernon.
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