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Grads say goodbye to Skagit Valley College
One student earns award despite struggle
By DANIEL DEMAY
@Ddemay

MOUNT VERNON — A sea of graduates clad in red poured into the Skagit Valley College gymnasium Thursday
evening for the school’s 86th spring commencement.
More than 700 students earned degrees, certificates or diplomas, with nearly half participating in the ceremony.
One of those students had come a long way from her humble beginnings in Michuacan, Mexico.
Living in a tiny apartment there with her parents, two young sisters, grandmother, aunt and her aunt’s two children,
Faride Cuevas said her parents — who only made it to fifth grade — made the decision to come to the U.S. to give
her and her sisters better opportunities in life.
“My sisters were very little and (my parents) could barely afford diapers,” Cuevas, 20, said. “It was definitely a hard
situation.”
With the cost of even elementary school in Mexico too high for her family, Cuevas said her father decided to move
the family when she was 9 years old.
Fast forward 11 years, and Cuevas is not only graduating college but doing so while also earning the Charles H.
Lewis Memorial award for her academic and leadership work at the college.
“It was really a surprise for me,” Cuevas said.
Cuevas said she first began thinking about college during her junior year in high school.
“I was at first thinking about going straight to a four-year college,” Cuevas said. “But as soon as I saw the tuition
rates, I said ‘nope, that’s not happening.’ That’s when I started applying for every single scholarship I could find.”
Cuevas was awarded a scholarship and began working initially toward a teaching degree.
“I took some classes and did some tutoring, but then I changed my mind,” Cuevas said. “That’s the great thing
about community college — it gives you that opportunity to be able to change your mind.”
After getting involved with student clubs and organizations focused on diversity, Cuevas helped create a program
to teach high school students without legal immigration status how to find ways to pay for college.
Such students currently do not qualify for federal or state financial aid but can apply for private scholarships. State
legislators considered a law during the regular session this year that would have allowed those students access to
state aid, but the bill died without a floor vote.
Cuevas’ said her leadership roles led her to study business.
“I want to create a business that promotes leadership and education,” Cuevas said.
Cuevas was accepted to study business at the University of Washington Bothell this fall and said she will work
through the summer to save money for the transition.
Club advisor Anita Ordóñez worked closely with Cuevas in the Calling All Colors club and said she took advantage
of every opportunity that came along.
“What I loved about her is she would take these opportunities and integrate them into her work,” Ordóñez said. “I
really admired her.”

More than 700 students ages 17 to 65 graduated Thursday from Skagit Valley College.
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Photos by Brooke Warren / Skagit Valley Herald
Faride Cuevas, 20, texts her father just before graduating from Skagit Valley College on Thursday. She is the
first person in her family to graduate college and high school.
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